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President’s Corner

Thanks to Everette Lineberger for an inspiring January Program to kick off
our 2020 year. We have a great list of programs planned through June.
Please look at the program listing and mention our upcoming programs
when inviting guests to attend our club meetings.
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Speaking of guests, it was great to see that we had three guests at the
January Meeting. Having guests is a very good sign for our club’s future
and having some younger folks involved is especially significant. Please try
to bring a guest to one of our upcoming meetings.
We are working on rebuilding our corporate membership as mentioned in
our January Newsletter. Letters soliciting corporate members have been
sent to recent corporate members. We are open to all suggestions on
adding corporate members. Please let the board members know who we
can solicit.
I am also encouraging members to contribute articles to the newsletter.
Have you travel to an area with unique fauna? Have you been to a
botanical garden that you found interesting? Let us know by writing a
brief article for the SMGC newsletter. Please see my contribution in this
month’s newsletter about plant life in South Africa.

Ethan Jarrett

SMGC Speaker February 17, 2019
Mr Jarrett is the Farm Manager of Cragmoor
Farm, a 49 acre Certified Organic source of
fresh vegetables for 15 District 6 schools.
The farm is located near the Walnut Grove
Plantation and is a cooperative effort of
Cragmoor, District 6 Schools, Spartanburg
County Foundation, and Upstate Forever.
Jarrett is expected to answer such
questions as:

Publicity@DirtDaubers.org

Louis W. Adams, Jr.

Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

Linda McHam

Yahoo! Group
GroupMail@DirtDaubers.org

1)
2)
3)
4)
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What kind of organic fertilizer do you use?
How do you control insect pests?
Do you sell produce to the public?
How difficult are the requirements
to be declared “certified organic”?

Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. Future programs

It is published monthly except
in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
newsletter by sending your
request to:
Newsletter@DirtDaubers.org

March 16 – “Looking Forward to Spring Bloom” to be presented by
Betty Montgomery, MGC member and syndicated garden writer
whose column appears in the Herold Journal. She is the author of
Hydrangeas: How to Grow, Cultivate & Enjoy, and A Four-Season
Southern Garden
April 20 – “Apples for Everyone” including information on new
cultivars and new ways of growing them in a small space. The
program will be presented by Jon Klimstra of TK Family Farm in
Rutherfordton, NC.
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Squash being
grown in 15
gallon containers.

As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

Tomatoes and Kale
grown in
containers.

2020 Litter pickup schedule
March 14

rain date Mar 21

June 13

rain date Jun 20

Sept. 12

rain date Sep 19

Dec.

rain date Dec 19

12

A simple
composting bin.

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2020 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

5 gallon buckets to hold
rainwater from the
downspout.
ALL MEMBERS of SMGC should join the SpartanburgMGC Yahoo Group.
It's the only way for members to know what is going on on a timely basis.
It can be useful for reminders of upcoming events, to ask for help with various projects,
and to be notified of last minute changes of schedules and venues. Only half the
membership has joined, which means that YOU may be missing out on our activities! Send
an email to (Linda McHam) and she will send you an invitation to join. You need to
complete the process by signing up and joining the group after you receive your
invitation.44

https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDauber/
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Member Musing

By Phil Abers

South Africa
From June 2002 into early 2005, Edie and I lived in South Africa.
Besides the wild animals, the coast line with two oceans and the
Drackensberg Mountains, South Africa has interesting flora. My
brother, Larry, was a phenomenal amateur botanist. When he
came to visit us, he chose the month of September, because that
is the beginning of spring and a time when the flowers are at
peak bloom in this mild climate.
Our first stop was at Kirstenbosch Garden, which is just outside
of Cape Town and is on the backside of Table Mountain. The
Protea bloom was spectacular in September 2004. The Protea
plants range from shorter shrubs to small trees in size and have a
wide range of colors. The King Protea is the national flower of
South Africa.
From Cape Town, we drove north to Namaqualand, which is a
semi-desert area. When the winter rainfall is sufficient, the
spring wild flower bloom is breathtaking. The year we went,
there were some fields of wildflowers in certain areas, but it was
not as impressive as the years with the super bloom.
South Africa is also home to many species of cycads. These
prehistoric plants grow in a columnar shape with leaves only at
the top of the plant. South Africa has 38 species of cycads. It is
also home to a collection of plants called fynbos. The “biome” of
coastal South Africa is the home to the fynbos. Indicator plants
that are a core part of the fynbos include heath, protea, iris, lilies.
If you are a plant lover and would like to see some unique plants,
consider visiting there.

History of the club
continues on the
following pages.

