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President’s Corner
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Officers

We start the new year with much hope. Almost everyone I have
corresponded with is happy that 2020 is over and are looking forward
to 2021. The SMGC is also looking forward to a great 2021. We have
added both regular members and corporate members last year and
expect to do even better this year.
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Our programs for the year are nearly finalized. When talking to
prospective members, please share our program schedule for 2021.
The most important action we can take this year is to continue to build
membership.
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We have also organized a committee to review our participation in the
Street Tree Program on South Pine. The committee is looking at ways
to upgrade the quality of trees to some appropriate for our growing
zone. The goal is to have great looking street trees that the SMGC is
proud to sponsor.
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The January Program will be presented remotely, however we still plan
for those who prefer, to meet in person at the SCC Health Science
Building. For the remote presentation, Stephanie Rice will send two
links. The first link will be for 7 PM to discuss the club business. The
second link will be for 7:30 when Dr Neely will make a presentation to
the club. Let’s make 2021 a great year for the SMGC!"
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“The Garden of Sacred Space.”
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

Gardening & Beautification

A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club
Photography by Linda McHam
Fagus sylvatica 'Asplenifolia' with Cedrus deodara in the snow.

2021 Litter pickup schedule
March 13

rain date Mar 20

June 12

rain date Jun 19

Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Canine Border Collie x Hound
'Lily McHam' playing in the snow.
Amaryllis 'Super Star'.

Post Office Box 1502
Spartanburg, SC 29304

DirtDaubers.org

Gardening & Beautification

A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club

Member Musing

By Phil Abers

This month we are still in the Philadelphia PA area. This time a trip to the Morris Arboretum is on
the agenda. The Arboretum is located in the Chestnut Hill section of Philadelphia on the northwest
side of town. The Arboretum was found by a brother and sister team of John and Lydia Morris. The
Morris’s money came from an iron manufacturing firm started by their father.
John and Lydia traveled the world and brought back many plants in addition to the art work they
collected. The Morris’s had plans to for a school and laboratory on their estate. In 1932 the site
became the Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania.
The Arboretum is home to over 13000 identified plant of 2600 varieites. The plants are from
around the world especially from North America, Europe and Asia. The Arboretum has many of the
local area tallest trees (trees of record), much like Congaree NP has many trees of record for South
Carolina. The Morris Arboretum notes the Katsura, Engler Beech and Trident Maple as three of the
most notable “Trees of Record”. The Arboretum is home to the Dorrance H. Hamilton Fernery, the
only remaining freestanding Victorian fernery in North America.
We first learned of the Morris Arboretum in 1994 when they hosted a Mother’s Day plant sale. We
purchased a small oak and an old fashion rose bush. Both were flourishing when we escaped New
Jersey in 2015. Besides the impressive trees, (I like the weeping beech), there are events
throughout the year. There is a Garden Railroad that is operational during the summer and the
Christmas Season.
History of the club continues on the following pages.

