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President’s Corner
This month we see the first hint of spring and the wonderful rebirth
of our gardens. The daffodils are visible and have received a dose
of fertilizer at our home. What a joy to be a gardener!
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We will be working over the next couple of months to prepare the
container garden for the spring plant sale. We will have some
weeding, repotting and other chores to complete. Please come
help us get ready for the April Plant Sale.
We are working to revitalize the street trees along South Pine. Our
committee has done excellent working developing a plan for the
future of the street trees. Come to the monthly meeting for an
update on our progress.
Our Monthly Meeting Presenter for February is Betty Montgomery.
She is a very well known local columnist and gardener. We are
lucky to have her talk to our club. Please use this great opportunity
to recruit new members for the Garden Club. Share our list of
programs by hard copy, email or other means. To have a viable
club, we must continue to add new members. I hope to see you on
February 15.

Betty Montgomery

SMGC Speaker February 15, 2020
“Looking Forward to Spring Bloom”

Betty was in the first Spartanburg Master
Gardner class in 1985 and is interested in all
types of gardening. You may have seen her
article about pruning trees and shrubs in a
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recent article of the Spartanburg HeraldJournal or her article in last March’s issue of
is the newsletter of the
the “Spartanburg Magazine” on blooming
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club.
cherries. She is planning a visual presentation
It is published monthly except for us about spring-blooming flowers.

Linda McHam

IO User Group
GroupMail@DirtDaubers.org

in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
newsletter by sending your
request to:
Newsletter@DirtDaubers.org

Remember to bring a guest with you. Perhaps they will want to
join our group of men and women, like recent guests, who have
become members in the last two months.

https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDauber/
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.
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Galax leaves
in the winter.

Hellebores
(Lenten Rose)
start flowering in
February.

2021 Litter pickup schedule
March 13

rain date Mar 20

June 12

rain date Jun 19

Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Crocus are some
of the early signs
of spring.
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Member Musing

By Phil Abers

A three hour-forty five minute drive from the San Francisco Airport takes you to the Mendocino
Coast Botanical Gardens. Once north of Marin County, the drive takes you into the Sonoma Valley
and then to the Pacific Coast along Scenic Highway 1. The Garden is located between Highway 1
and the Pacific Ocean. How many botanical gardens are on the ocean? The Botanical Garden is just
south of Fort Bragg, where you can have a nice meal overlooking the small harbor. If you watched
the movie, “The Russians are Coming”, you have seen Ft. Bragg.
The Botanical Garden is situated on 47 acres and has some very unique garden areas. The climate is
zone 9B, but the weather almost never gets hot due to the coastal location and the summer fog.
Mendocino Botanical Garden is home to one of the largest collections of rhododendrons. These
bloom from April until June. The rhododendron collection includes 124 species and over 1000
plants. About 40 miles south is Kruse Rhododendron State Natural Reserve, where you can see
native rhododendrons blooming in the wild.
Some of the garden areas you can visit include the native forests and bluff plants, heaths and
heathers, Rhododendrons, Camellias, Fuchsias, Dahlias, Magnolias, Maples, Succulents, Begonias
and Conifers. How many botanical gardens have a Fuchsia Garden? The are a variety of activities
throughout the year. Bird watching seems especially popular. If you need a break, you can visit
Rhody’s Cafe for food and drink. A small nursery and gift shop are on the Garden Grounds. There
are a number of other attractions on the north coast of California including the Skunk Train and the
Coastal Redwoods. Check before you go as some areas have suffered fire damage in recent years.
Enjoy your trip.
History of the club continues on the following pages.

