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April has arrived with mild weather and a multitude of blooming
plants. I am excited to see the first iris blooms of the season. We
had a very successful spring garden sale thanks to all who
participated in the container garden upkeep and plant sale. A
special thanks goes to Mark Carlson, who has done a great job in
managing our container garden. We sold so many plants that we
are having to work very hard to have enough inventory for the fall
plant sale!
Now is a great time to enjoy being outdoors and visiting botanical
gardens in our area. In addition to the big botanical gardens, some
local gardens may be opened for visitors. See the newsletter item
on Betty Montgomery’s Garden. Everette Lineberger and I will
have our properties open to see the iris bloom on the weekends of
April 24 and May 1. Please see more information later in this
newsletter. May you all enjoy the wonderful hobby of gardening
this spring.

Dan O’Neal

SMGC Speaker

April 19, 2020

“Growing Bonsai Plants”
Dan O’Neal, a member of our Garden Club,
will be making the April presentation entitled
“The Art and Science of Bonsai. Dan is a
Clemson Graduate with a BS and MS in
Natural Resource Management. He has
worked as an Associate Director for the US
Fish and Wildlife Service and a Senior Director of Ducks Unlimited.
Dan has studied Bonsai for 35 years. Among his favorite plants for
Bonsai Trees are Japanese Maples, Satzuki Azaleas, Bald Cypress
and Beech. Dan currently has about 75 Bonsai Trees.
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.
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SMGC Plant
Sale, Friday
morning: cold
weather but a
great turnout!

MaryAnn Hipp
(green t-shirt)
helps a customer
with a plant
selection.

2021 Litter pickup schedule
June 12

rain date Jun 19

Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

On Saturday,
Bob Reynolds
and Bruce
Fraedrich take
some time to
move some
plants from one
gallon pots up
to two gallons.
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Betty Montgomery Garden Tour
If you have not been to Betty Montgomery’s Garden you still have
the opportunity to visit between 2 -6 PM on April 17. Betty is a
distinguished member of our garden club and well known writer of
garden articles for the newspaper. Betty has also published books on
gardening.
Betty’s address is 100 Forty Oaks Farm Road Campobello, SC. 29322.
When you see the white fence on Walnut Hill Church Road, you are
about there. It lines her pastures.
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Member Musing

By Beth Waddell

Imagine the exasperation of finding your husband and his crew demolishing and
excavating almost all of your fifty-five acre home place with dynamite and
heavy equipment! In reality, this happened to Jeannette Foster Kennedy
Butchart, “Jennie” (1866-1950), who was an avid adventurer. She graduated
from Brantford Young Ladies College earning a certificate in chemistry, but did
not yet profess to be a gardener. She turned down a scholarship to study art in
Paris to follow her heart and marry her true love, Robert Pim Butchart (18561943), owner of Portland Cement. Jennie’s reaction to the total destruction and
devastation of her home place was not typical because she looked past the
scarred limestone quarry and war zone-like terrain, and she envisioned a
beautiful garden featuring amazingly colorful landscapes, water features,
vibrant flowers and trees.
Five years after the land purchase, in 1909, the limestone deposits were exhausted and the gardening dream began
to take shape. Jennie had the vision but not the gardening skills, however she had the resources to hire the best
landscapers and designers to bring her vision into a reality. Lakes were dug and tons of top soil were brought in by
horse and carts. Trees and plants were positioned to be the anchors for the new designs. As Jennie began collecting
plants, Robert became interested in birds and nature. The first garden, “The Sunken Garden”, was completed in
1921 and guests began to arrive to their home named “Benvenuto” which means “Welcome” in Italian. In 1929, the
tennis courts were replaced to become the stately and formal “Italian Garden”. The kitchen and vegetable gardens
evolved into the stunningly fragrant “Rose Garden.” “The Japanese Garden” offered peace and solitude with
bamboo, tranquil ponds and moss covered groundcover. “The Mediterranean Garden” offered a window into the
tropical life and surroundings of the sunny Mediterranean with palms, banana trees and shockingly colorful
blossoms.
Along with these magnificent five gardens, Butchhart also featured ponds and fountains, notable statues from artists
around the world, a Children’s Pavilion, a beautiful carousel containing a menagerie of thirty handcrafted animals,
illumination lighting, weekly music festivals and even seasonal firework shows. Crowds have flocked to the garden
since its conception over one hundred years ago and it is now listed as a National Historic Site of Canada.
In 1939, Robert and Jennie gifted The Butchart Gardens, an ongoing and ever-changing paradise, to their grandson,
Ian Ross (1918-1997) as a gift for his twenty-first birthday. Ian remained involved in the operations and promotions
of the garden until his death. The “Ross Fountain” was installed in his honor at the 60 th Celebration. The garden now
displays over nine hundred flower varieties and one hundred twenty tree varieties including redwoods and majestic
conifers. The ownership remains in the family and is now run by the great granddaughter, Robin Lee-Clarke.
The Butchart Gardens are located in Brentwood Bay, just outside of Victoria on Vancouver Island in British Columbia,
Canada. If this essay has aroused your attention as Ben and I were drawn, there are easy steps in which you can visit.
You can drive for many days to reach your destination or you can travel to GSP and reach the area in approximately
four or five hours on a plane. Even easier and cheaper, google the world-renowned Butchart Gardens and salivate
for hours at the unforgettable landscapes and historical pictures as you see the history of the garden unfold.
It is much easier than demolishing and excavating your own backyard!

History of the club continues on the following pages.

