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Have you been to the SMGC Container Garden recently? If not,
please come by and see what your Garden Club Nursery looks
like. You will see by the lack of plants how successful our spring
plant sale was. We have purchased some plants from
wholesale nurseries and have potted them for future plant
sales. We will order more plants to help restock the nursery.
You may be able to help us with some plants from home. One
Spartanburg homeowner emailed us asking if we needed any
canna lilies. We will be potting her canna lilies shortly to
prepare for the fall sale. Do you have plants that can be dug or
separated for replanting? Please consider donating some good
quality plants to the Container Garden. I plan to dig some reblooming day lilies for the Container Garden. Do you have an
interesting plant that can be sold? Let’s fill up the container
garden for the fall plant sale!

Leslie Rodgers

SMGC Speaker

May 17, 2021

“Making Good Soil”
Leslie is Education Director and Compost
House Coordinator at Spartanburg-based
Atlas Organics. The program is about
recycling organic material in the
Spartanburg-Greenville area.

Our Corporate Members are listed below. Please support them.

Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. Creekside Garden & Nursery

It is published monthly except
in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
newsletter by sending your
request to:

Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Roebuck Wholesale Nursery
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

WebmasterSMGC@Use.StartMail.com

https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDaubers/
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
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As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

The "sputnik" azalea:
a native azalea from
Beasley Nursery in
Lavonia, GA.

2021 Litter pickup schedule
June 12

rain date Jun 19

Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Clematis 'Niobe'

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Rosa 'Graham Thomas'
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Street Tree Purchase
The Spartanburg Men's Garden Club is working to revitalize the trees planted along South
Pine St. The Cherry trees are beautiful in the spring for two weeks, but do not have much
interest the remainder of the year. Cherry trees are not the best tree to use along a busy
street. The Club is interested in adding diversity to the current cherry tree mono-culture.
The trees listed below are better adapted to growing along a busy street. They also have
multiple seasons of interest with interesting blooms, good fall color and bark that is
interesting in the winter after the leaves are down. The thought is to add these new trees as
the cherry trees reach the end of their lives. This will obviously take money to purchase new
trees. The cost of each tree from purchase to planting is estimated to be about $100. The
trees we are looking to plant include:

Persian Iron Wood, Parrotia

Oklahoma Red Bud

Murshino Zelcova
Tokyo Tower Fringe Tree

Kousa Dogwood

Would you like to help us with the Street Tree Project? A $100 donation will allow us to
plant one street tree. If $100 is too much to ask a smaller donation will still help. While
we are sourcing these trees from high quality nurseries, there is a small chance that an
individual tree may not perform well. However, be reassured that the tree species being
chosen should thrive in this area. Let’s keep Spartanburg beautiful!
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Member Musing

By Will Hawkins

May is one of my favorite months. The uncertain weather of early spring is a thing of the past, but the summer heat
isn't here yet either. Days are long, trees and grass are green and flowers are blooming. What could be a better time
to get reacquainted with the garden and what could be a better time to go to the beach. My family and I used to
take annual beach vacations to Edisto Island each May. While there we discovered Botany Bay Plantation Wildlife
Management Area.

Botany Bay Plantation began as Sea Cloud and Bleak Hall plantations or 2 separate entities. Both plantations grew
Sea Island Cotton which was some of the finest cotton in the world. Both plantations endured and survived the Civil
War. Cotton was grown there until 1917 until the boll weevil put an end to its production.
In the early 1930s, the 2 plantations merged to form one after the purchase by Dr. James Greenway. Botany Bay was
purchased by John Meyer who bequeathed it to the state under the stipulation that it would remain home to his
wife Margaret and that is what happened. She died in 2007 and in 2008 it became Botany Bay Plantation Heritage
Preserve/Wildlife Management Area. It is now managed by South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.

Botany Bay is covered with Spanish moss draped live oaks, pine needle cushioned trails and untouched beaches. The
beach is accessible with a shell packed trail through marsh and a maritime forest. You will see plenty of beach
wildlife on the hike and on the beach. The beach is sometimes referred as "Boneyard Beach" due to the fallen treeswhitened by the sun-that rest in the sand and weather-worn trees in the weather. The untouched beach shows fine
nature like sun bleached white sand, sea creatures & seashells and awesome views.
Visitors can also expect to see crops of sunflowers, pine trees, palm trees, sea oats, wildflowers, and century-old live
oaks as well as many animals. If you make it to the lower state, make sure you check out this awesome historic
plantation!

History of the club continues on the following pages.

