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President’s Corner
Can you believe that it is time to start planning fall gardening
activities? The presentation this month at the regular meeting
is “The Fall Garden”. Planning is very important for gardening
Welcoming Men & Women as there is no “instant gratification”. Preparing the soil,
weeding, ordering plants, watering during dry conditions are
Officers
among many of the activities that we gardeners undertake to
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Phil Abers have lovely looking yards.
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As with gardening, good planning is the key to success in many
of life’s endeavors. July is an important time for the
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club (SMGC) to ensure the future
success of the club. We will be looking for board members and
officers this month, so that we can have an excellent slate of
candidates to continue to lead the club into the future. Please
consider becoming involved on the SMGC board. Please
contact Darvin Helvy, nominating committee chairman, or any
of the current board members to express your interest.
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SMGC Speaker

July 19, 2021

“The Fall Garden”
The speaker for the July 2021 regular
meeting is our club President, Phil Abers.
Phil has been gardening with modest
success since owning his first home in
1978 at Garland, TX. After retiring to
South Carolina, Phil has spent a good
deal of time gardening and working with
the community. He became a Master Gardener in 2016. He
is an active participant and board member of the Trees
Coalition pulling up invasive plants that would make the late
Newt Hardie smile. In addition to gardening Phil likes trains
and played soccer for many years. Phil’s presentation will
be about Fall Gardening.
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.
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2021 Litter pickup schedule
Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

Dwarf
plumbago

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Our Corporate Members are listed below. Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Roebuck Wholesale Nursery
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College
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Member Musing

By Mark Carlson

There are 37 gardens in and around Philadelphia. Many of these gardens are less an hour’s drive from each other.
This makes it easy to visit a number of gardens and still stay in the same hotel. A well-known garden in this area is
Longwood Gardens. The property was originally purchased in 1700 by George Pierce, a Quaker farmer, from William
Penn’s commissioners. Two of George’s grandsons had an interest in natural history and started an Arboretum of
native and non-native plants that eventually covered 15 acres. By the middle of the 1800s the Arboretum boasted
an excellent collection of trees, and the locals enjoyed re-unions and picnics in what became Pierce’s Park. In the
late 1800s the heirs had little interest in the property and allowed the Arboretum to deteriorate, and eventually
sold the property. In 1906 a subsequent owner contracted a lumber company to clear the land. Fortunately, Pier du
Pont purchased the farm in July before any of the trees were removed. Initially du Pont’s goal was just to save the
Arboretum. A few years later du Pont decided to convert the Arboretum into a place where he could entertain his
friends and turn the farm into a leading horticultural display garden.
Today the garden has over 1,077 acres. DuPont traveled extensively for business and pleasure. He was able to get
ideas from all over the world and it is reflected in the variety of the different garden areas. There are over 40
different garden areas and collections. The gardens include formal, informal, natural, and indoor gardens, woodland
areas, and meadows. They have over 12,000 taxa including the plants they have in their conservation and research
areas. The current Conservatory is over 4 acres and includes the several areas of lawns.
What is unique about Longwood are the extensive fountains, and the number of different events and educational
offerings. They have roughly 300,000 gallons of water circulating through two formal fountains, and water features
in many of the gardens. The largest of the two computer controlled fountains covers a couple of acres and has
hundreds of nozzles that can throw water 100+ feet into the air to put on quite a show. There are frequent daily
performances of the fountains, and they can be accompanied by live music, light shows, and fireworks. Events
include many kinds of live music, theater, and horticultural related events. They offer many horticultural related
classes. The online classes include plant taxonomy of trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, vines, and cacti. I was
pleased with the online course that I took on taxonomy of trees and shrubs last summer.
Longwood has an extensive endowment as a result of being a project of Pier du Pont. They are constantly in the
process of rebuilding different gardens in creating brand-new gardens. The current project is called “Longwood
Reimagined”. They are totally changing 17 acres of the garden. Longwood has created a number of different videos
available on YouTube that are quite interesting. Visitors are not allowed to bring food into the garden. The food
offerings available are expensive.

History of the club continues on the following pages.

