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President’s Corner

Welcoming Men & Women
Officers

Have you planned your fall garden activities yet? What kind of
bulbs will you be planting? I plan to plant some vegetable seed
this week. Irises have been dug and will be replanted soon. As
we continually are planning our garden activities, so we are
preparing the Men’s Garden Club for our future.

President
Phil Abers
Everette
Lineberger
Vice President
Secretary
Denie Crowder
Treasurer
Mary Ann Hipp

Thanks to Nominating Committee lead by Darvin Helvy, we
have a good candidate slate for the year 2022. If you have
interest, there is still time to become a board as we do not vote
until October.

Directors
Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Sami Elhassani
Jack Turner
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie
Bruce Fraedrich

Please remember the fall plant sale is October 1 and 2. Come
on out and volunteer for that event. By then we will have
completed the painting of both sheds and have new signs
identifying the SMGC Container Garden. Please invite friends,
family and strangers to come to the plant sale. We hope to
have another good sale, just like our spring sale. Be sure to
remind folks you invite that fall is the best time for planting
trees and shrubs.

Communications
Louis W. Adams, Jr.
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

Phil Abers

President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson

PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Gardening & Beautification
is the newsletter of the

Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club.

It is published monthly except
in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
newsletter by sending your
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

Drew Jeffers

SMGC Speaker

August 16, 2021

“Controlling Unwanted Visitors in
Your Garden”
Drew Jeffers has been the Clemson
Cooperative Extension Service agent for
Spartanburg County since the summer of
2016. Drew has been associated with
gardening since he was a child as his
grandparents were farmers in Eastern
Tennessee. He majored in plants and landscaping at the
University of Tennessee. After graduation Drew considered
his options and decided to obtain a Master’s Degree.
Drew has worked at a commercial greenhouse as a
production manager for a bonsai nursery and grower for
Van Wingerden International. He enjoys helping people
when they call the extension office with questions. He likes
it even more when he gets feedback.

https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDaubers/
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Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club
2022 Officer/Director Member Candidates
Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Phil Abers
Bruce Fraedrich
Denie Crowder
Mary Ann Hipp

Directors - 1st Year of Term
Linda Savioe
Will Hawkins
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall

Directors - 2nd Year of Term
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Ben Waddell
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
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As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

2021 Litter pickup schedule
Sept. 18

rain date Sep 25

Dec.

rain date Dec 11

4

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2021 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

If you are a mushroom "geek", come to the meeting and let us
know what these mushrooms are!
Our Corporate Members are listed below. Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Roebuck Wholesale Nursery
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College
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The Spartanburg Men's Garden Club is working to revitalize the trees planted along South Pine St. The
Cherry trees are beautiful in the spring for two weeks, but do not have much interest the remainder of
the year. Cherry trees are not the best tree to use along a busy street. The Club is interested in adding
diversity to the current cherry tree mono-culture. The trees listed below are better adapted to growing
along a busy street. They also have multiple seasons of interest with interesting blooms, good fall color
and bark that is interesting in the winter after the leaves are down. The thought is to add these new
trees as the cherry trees reach the end of their lives. This will obviously take money to purchase new
trees. The cost of each tree from purchase to planting is estimated to be about $100. The trees we are
considering include:

Persian Iron Wood, Parrotia

Oklahoma Red Bud

Murshino Zelcova
Tokyo Tower Fringe Tree

Kousa Dogwood

Would you like to help us with the Street Tree Project? A $100 donation will allow us to plant one
street tree. If $100 is too much to ask a smaller donation will still help. While we are sourcing these
trees from high quality nurseries, there is a small chance that an individual tree may not perform well.
However, be reassured that the tree species being chosen should thrive in this area. Let’s keep
Spartanburg beautiful!
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You paid HOW MUCH for that @#%&! Tulip?

Member Musing

By Charlie Crescenzi

As we all know, gardeners can sometimes get carried away. OK, they OFTEN can get carried away.
Nothing gives us a better example of this than the tulip mania that swept Holland in the mid-17 th
Century.
Tulips had been introduced to Europe by the Dutch in the mid-1500’s and soon became popular for their
colorful blooms. Multi-colored tulips were especially prized. Holland had a virtual monopoly on the tulip
trade and became closely associated with the flower. In fact, Holland and tulips still are a duo.

People and their desire for money were just the same four
hundred years ago as they are today and pretty soon some guy
wearing a ruffled collar probably said the Dutch equivalent of
“greed is good.” Since Holland controlled the tulip trade with
Turkey, where the tulip originated, the price went up and up and
up. Demand was far greater than supply and people really, really
wanted them. They became the 17th C. equivalent of Beanie
Babies (remember them?)
The bulbs became so prized as an investment that they were
sold and re-sold without ever leaving the ground. Stories of how
a particularly prized type could bring $500,000 per bulb in our
modern money are exaggerated, but they could fetch as much as
$1,000 per bulb. In the year 1637, the price per bulb increased
nearly 400% By now, you may be thinking: “hey, that sounds a
lot like” (fill in the blank, as we have a lot of similar crazes going
on right now.)
Well, what goes up, must, as the expression states, come down.
1637 saw the peak of the tulip mania, and also the inevitable
crash. By the end of the year, prices had fallen to pre-craze
levels. Does this mean that former millionaires jumped out of
windmills to end it all? No, we would have been in no danger of
being bashed by falling wooden shoes. Some people did lose a
lot of money but the stories of families being wiped out and
millions being lost are mostly based on the writings of Charles
Mackay about 200 years later. Mackay never let accuracy stand
in the way of a good story. The moral of our story is, tulips are
pretty but not THAT pretty. Spend your bitcoins more wisely.
History of the club continues on the following pages.

