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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

This first week of April I took a trip to Louisiana. The purpose 
of the trip was to attend the convention for the Society of 
Louisiana Irises (SLI).  It was a good convention and do you 
know that we now have a celebrity in our club? Our very own 
club member, Daphne Sawyer, was elected President of the 
SLI.  At the convention a session was held on how to grow the 
organization and attract new members.

There were a number of suggestions. Some suggestions were 
to develop a program with the 4H clubs, do community 
projects, and create videos on the Louisiana Iris and the SLI.  
Then one wise gentleman stated that all these ideas are good, 
but will not bring members into the society in the short term.  
He suggested pursuing these ideas, but having a short term 
plan. His short term plan was to have each member of the club 
invite someone new to join.  I like his short term plan and hope 
that we can successfully follow it. Who will you invite to join 
the club?
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Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Stewart Winslow   Stewart Winslow   SMGC Speaker, April 18, 2022

“Wofford Landscape Tour” 

Join Stewart Winslow, Director of 
Horticulture and Landscape Design for 
Wofford College, for an evening tour of the 
campus landscape. We will meet in the 
Admissions parking lot just west of the 
Church Street entrance to the Wofford 
Campus at 6:15pm.  Stewart will lead a 

tour of the Wofford Campus discussing the landscape with 
emphasis on new plant introductions and unique species that 
perform well in Spartanburg.  

Iris Gardens 2022Iris Gardens 2022
Do you enjoy irises in bloom?  This year the 
irises at the Lineberger’s and Abers’ are open 
for visitors,  from 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, 
April 23, Sunday, April 24, Saturday, April 30 
and Sunday, May 1. The Lineberger irises are 
located at 2460 Compton Bridge Road, Inman, 
SC.  The Abers’ irises are located at 450 
Gowan Road, Inman, SC.  

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie
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Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

Enter the Wofford Campus from Church Street adjacent 
to the bookstore. The admissions parking lot is 
immediately to the left (west) of the fountain. 

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
June    18           rain date   Jun 25

Sept.    17          rain date   Sep 24

Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Roebuck Wholesale Nursery
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Meet in 
parking lot 1.

Church Street.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
  By Beth Waddell

History of the club continues on the following pages.

Life began in a garden—God could have chosen a tundra, an island, a desert, a mesa or countless other landforms, but 
God chose a garden. My father came from a long line of ancestors who were farmers and gardeners who loved the feel 
and the smell of the earth. Many times my Daddy said that while he was growing up during The Great Depression, they 
grew or raised everything the family needed except for coffee and sugar.  He grew up torn between his desire to become 
a farmer like his ancestors or acquiring a job working on the railroad.  He spoke of plowing those red clay hills in 
Blacksburg, SC and hearing a train whistle blowing, and the debate would begin all over again in his mind.  Later, he 
compromised and did both—he was a railroad engineer for thirty-eight years with Southern Railway and a backyard 
farmer.  If Daddy was not on a train, he was found digging, planting or harvesting in the yard and taking fresh vegetables 
and produce to friends, family and neighbors.  As a child, I thought he was a genius because he could speak to animals.  
Every spring he would rent a mule to plow the garden area and was fluent in “mule.” He would “gee” and “haw” and that 
old mule would know exactly how to turn.  As a child, I always wondered what other animal foreign languages were 
taught at Blacksburg High School during his youth.

One spring when I was of preschool age, Daddy plowed a small area just for me as my very first garden plot.  He said that 
I could plant all my favorite things.  Boy, was I excited!  One morning I went outside early in my pajamas and bedroom 
slippers and did exactly that—I planted all my favorite things in the garden’s fertile soil.  I planted macaroni, popcorn, 
dimes, nail polish, a Coke bottle, Milk Duds and M&Ms.  Needless to say, my first garden was a roaring disaster even 
though I watered it daily and checked on it first thing every morning!  Too bad that I did not tell my parents of the early 
morning planting session, because they never knew that I had already planted nor the assortment that I had chosen.  My 
parents were probably waiting for a list of needed seeds, and I guess they were disappointed at my disinterest in the 
gardening project.

This year I may try another garden and hope it is more successful than that first attempt.  This year, I think I will plant a 
FRIENDSHIP GARDEN.  My garden plans include planting the following:

* Acres of acute listening ears for UNDERSTANDING all diversity due to age, race or color.
* Plenty of KINDNESS and COMPASSION for others.
* Several rows of ORGANIZATION to keep the world working well together.
* Many rows of HUMOR to offset difficult moments
* Meadows of vibrant spring and summer blooms for the AESTHETIC BEAUTY to delight the soul and 
* PEACE and TRANQUALITY for all who enter the garden.
My garden will be heavily fertilized with LOVE and watered daily with PATIENCE.
 
A soil test may tell us the other needed elements for a successful garden.  Perhaps if we all plant a Friendship Garden, 
the world may become a better place for all! 

The Friendship Garden

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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