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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

Have you been to our container garden lately?  We have 
finished repairing our sheds and they both look good.  
The last project was the addition of a metal roof on the 
wooden shed, so we are now better protected from the 
elements.  Thanks to all who have participated in the 
shed repairs and housekeeping around the garden.

We still have a problem at the container garden.  
Because our last three sales have been so successful, we 
are short of plants for the fall sale.  Row A is nearly 
empty!  We have a number of plants ordered that will 
need to be potted this month.  Can you help?  We dug 
plants at Linda McHam’s house recently and potted 
them for future sales.  Do you have any salable plants to 
contribute?  If so, let us know and we will send our army 
of plant gatherers to procure them.
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Phil Abers   Phil Abers   SMGC Speaker, May 16, 2022

“Growing Irises in the Upstate”

 

Club President Phil Abers is a member of the Piedmont 
Carolina Iris Society. His iris garden was on the American 
Iris Society Region 5 tour this year. Phil shares his 
knowledge of growing irises in the upstate that he has 
mostly acquired from mentors Everette Lineberger and 
Don Crowder.

The public is always invited to attend meetings.
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Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
June    18           rain date   Jun 25

Sept.    17          rain date   Sep 24

Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam

Philadelphus 
(English Dogwood 
or Mock Orange)

Frank Tiller's farm: 
getting ready for 
tomatoes and corn.

David Austin rose 
'Graham Thomas'
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Member MusingMember Musing  
  By Phil Abers 

History of the club continues on the following pages.

In April I took a trip to Louisiana.  It presented me the chance to visit some botanical gardens.  I was able to visit 
the Birmingham Botanical Garden in Alabama, the LSU botanical garden in Baton Rouge and the Atlanta 
Botanical Garden.  I have wanted to go to the Atlanta Botanical Garden since our presenter in January 2021 
called it one of the best in the US. 

The Birmingham Botanical Garden encompasses 67.5 acres.  It is open all year and has free parking and 
admission.  The highlights of the Birmingham Botanical Garden are the Japanese Garden, the formal Rose Garden 
and the Fern Glade located along a creek running through the garden.  My favorite stop was the 7.5 acre 
Japanese Garden.  It has a good bonsai collection, a large koi pond and typical Japanese Garden bridge.  The 
facilities include a small conservatory, art gallery, cafe and a Garden Center Building that hosts meetings, classes 
and shows.  The garden is mostly set among trees giving it a natural feel.

The Atlanta Botanical Garden is 30 acres and opened in 1976. The garden is open six days a week (closed on 
Mondays).  An adult ticket is $27 during the week and $29 on the weekend with a $7 parking fee.  The more 
formal part of the garden has paved walks and finished borders.  The highlights of this garden include the large 
conservatory that houses the Fuqua Orchid Center, the 600 foot long elevated sky walk and the Skyline Gardens 
that have downtown Atlanta as the backdrop.  There is also a very nice man-made water feature.  The orchid 
center is said to be the largest species orchid collection on permanent display in the United States.  The Atlanta 
Botanical Garden has a number of facilities for meetings, classes and parties.  

Which garden did I like better?  I liked the Birmingham Botanical Garden better because of its more natural 
setting and the very nice Japanese Garden.  While I like the Atlanta Botanical Garden very much, especially the 
orchid collection and the other conservatory plants, it seemed a bit too commercial for my taste.  Two venues 
were closed for birthday parties and a group was doing yoga on the big lawn in front of the conservatory.  While 
this is my reasoning, my wife would probably say I chose the Birmingham Garden because I am a cheapskate.

Botanical Gardens

Birmingham Botanical Garden Atlanta Botanical Garden

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html





	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

