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President’s Corner
The 75th Anniversary of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden
Club (SMGC) will occur in 2023. Our garden club has a
great history in Spartanburg. People like W. O. Ezell,
Harold Hatcher and Henry Pittman have helped make
Spartanburg an attractive city. The SMGC has
contributed many hours of labor and money to Hatcher
Welcoming Men & Women Gardens when it was in its infancy. Many projects have
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We are planning to celebrate this wonderful past with a
75th anniversary gala next year. Not only we will be
celebrating our past, but we will be showcasing our
future. We hope to use this event to attract attention to
the club and gain new members. To make sure we have
a successful celebration, we have formed a 75 th
Anniversary Committee. This committee is chaired by
Darvin Helvy. Ben Waddell, Denie Crowder, and Charlie
Crescenzi have agreed to assist. Do you have any ideas
for our 75th Anniversary and would you like to join the
committee? Let’s make the next 75 years better than
the first 75 years!
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Dan Shook

SMGC Speaker, June 20, 2022

“ Plants, Programs, and Plans at Hatcher Gardens”

Dan discusses Hatcher Garden's recent
plant additions, educational programs,
and plans for expansion. He has a
special passion for educating children
about gardening and nature, which is
one of his major areas of emphasis at
Hatcher.

It is published monthly except
in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
The public is always invited to attend meetings.
newsletter by sending your
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDaubers/
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DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
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As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

2022 Litter pickup schedule
June 18

rain date Jun 25

Sept. 17

rain date Sep 24

Dec.

rain date Dec 10

3

Buxus sempervirens
suffruticosa, Hosta
aureomarginata and
Hydrangea lace cap.

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Renew Now

2022 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Blueberries are
starting to ripen.
They will be ready
on July 4.
Our Corporate Members are listed below. Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College
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Member Musing
By Mary Ann Hipp
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Viburnums

Are you looking for a shrub that is a tall screening plant, or maybe a short specimen plant, or something
in between? One that is deciduous, or evergreen? Grows in sun or shade? One with red berries, blue
berries, black berries, or no berries? One with shiny leaves, or pleated leaves, or wrinkled leaves? Native
or imported? There’s a viburnum for that! Some viburnums have very fragrant flowers and some have no
fragrance at all. Some have snowball flowers, some have a layered look more like a dogwood, and some
have relatively insignificant flowers. I have at least fourteen varieties of viburnums in my yard and am
always on the lookout for more.
One of my favorites is the Chinese evergreen snowball viburnum (viburnum macrocephalum). This is a
semi-evergreen shrub that likes full sun and can get huge. Mine is at least 12’ X 12’ and is only nine years
old. It is a showstopper, and we have them for sale in the container nursery. Other favorites are the
viburnum plicatum with their pleated leaves and layered look. ‘Shasta’ has flowers similar to dogwoods
and ‘Popcorn’ has snowball flowers. I also like the fragrant viburnums, burkwoodii ‘Mohawk’ and carlesii.
These both have pink buds that are beautiful even before they open and smell fabulous. White Flower
Farm describes carlesii as ‘one of the most gloriously fragrant shrubs known to man. We will have some
of these for sale this fall. ‘Moonlit Lace’ and ‘Spring Lace’ are two relatively new evergreen hybrids with
shiny leaves and pretty white flowers. ‘Moonlit Lace’ is available in the nursery too as is viburnum ‘Spring
Bouquet’ (viburnum tinus). Can you tell that I’m the one who orders in a lot of the plants we sell? So if
you have an empty spot that needs a spring blooming shrub, consider a viburnum. And come to the
club’s plant sale this fall to get one!

History of the club continues on the following pages.

