July 2022

Gardening & Beautification

A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club

President’s Corner
The nominating committee led by Darvin Helvy has done
a good job developing a slate of candidates for 2023. If
you would also like to be on the board, let Darvin know.
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To keep the SMGC viable, we must plan for the future.
At the end of 2023 multiple directors will have served
four years. We need other members to step forward.
Our current officers are nearing their “term limits” at the
end of 2023. The nominating committee and current
board member may approach you about serving in 2024.
Please keep an open mind. Besides, we are a fun group
of people!

Lawson Revan

SMGC Speaker, July 18, 2022

“Tyger River Foundation”

The July meeting of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club
will feature a presentation by Lawson Revan who will
discuss the mission and activities of the Tyger River
Foundation. The Tyger River Foundation is a non-profit
organization based in Spartanburg, South Carolina. It is
dedicated to long-term conservation efforts within the
Tyger River Basin. The foundation promotes, protects,
and restores the natural and historic resources of the
Tyger River Basin. The Foundation encourages an active
outdoor lifestyle.
All are welcome. The Seminar is open to the public free
of charge.

Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club.

It is published monthly except
in December, and is available
to the public free of charge.
Sign up for the emailed
newsletter by sending your
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDaubers/

Post Office Box 1502
Spartanburg, SC 29304

DirtDaubers.org
Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s
Garden Club welcomes men,
women and corporate members
with an interest in nature.
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As well as sharing gardening
interests, the club has planted over
5,000 trees in Spartanburg, assists
with many area beautification
projects, teaches a gardening class
to the public, and conducts a twiceyearly Tree & Shrub sale.

Purple Coneflower
(Echinacea) and
White Petunias

2022 Litter pickup schedule
Sept. 17

rain date Sep 24

Dec.

rain date Dec 10

3

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.
We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Seed Pods from a
Golden Rain Tree
(Koelreuteria
elegans)

Renew Now

2022 Membership

Single $20 Family $28 Student $5
Corporate $100
Forms are located at

DirtDaubers.org/Membership

and will be available at the next
general meeting.
Bring check or cash & completed
form to Joyce Crescenzi.

Our Corporate Members are listed below. Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College
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Member Musing
By Mark Carlson
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Visiting Savannah
If you are looking for a spring getaway that does not require
getting on an airplane, consider visiting Savannah, Georgia. The
historic district in Savannah dates to the mid-1700s when
Georgia was originally settled. There are many beautiful old
houses that have been restored in the original residential area
very close to the river. When the city was initially laid out, 20
mini parks were created in a grid pattern within the residential
area. It is relaxing to stroll through the historic area taking in the
different parks. The parks typically contain Live Oaks, Chinese
Fringe Trees, azaleas, and frequently Giant Leopard Plant
(Farfugium japonicum var. giganteum, formally Ligularia). To
catch the azaleas in bloom plan to visit in late March or very
early April. As a seaside tourist town there are lots of
restaurants, and many of them offer fresh seafood.

The downtown area includes a maritime museum, art museums, and a history museum in the visitor
center on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. The railroad museum provides some of the finest
remaining examples of Victorian railroad architecture and design, and is the most intact antebellum
railroad repair complex in the country currently in operation. There are bus routes in the city that you
can hop on and off at various points to take in all the sites. The Bonaventure Cemetery and Forsyth
Park are also excellent places to wander through.
The Savannah Botanical Gardens are a modest affair on 10
acres that is not far from the city center. An excellent side
trip for a morning or afternoon is the Wormsloe Historic
Site on the Isle of Hope. The main entrance is set off by a
1.5 mile allée of live oaks. The remains of a fortified house
built on the site are made from tabby (a crude type of
concrete made from oyster shells and lime). The mountains
of oyster shells left by Native Americans made it possible to
utilize this type of construction. Walking through a Live
Oak, Southern Magnolia and Sabal minor palm forest
provides a very different experience compared walking
through forests in the Upstate and the Blue Ridge.
Tybee Island is home to three miles of beautiful beaches, locally caught seafood and historic sites
including a lighthouse. At Fort Jackson, live fire demonstrations of a muzzle loading cannon are available.
Where else can you find someone wearing a backpack that is a plastic bubble which houses a parrot that
can see the sights as you do?

History of the club continues on the following pages.

