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President         Phil Abers
Vice President Bruce Fraedrich
Secretary Denie Crowder
Treasurer       Mary Ann Hipp

Directors 
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Louis W. Adams, Jr. 
     Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

    

 
 
 

Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

In this newsletter you will see the candidate list for 2023 
officers and directors. Thanks to the Nominating 
Committee for coming up with this fine group (well, 
maybe not the president). Being a volunteer 
organization, it is gratifying to see members step up to 
volunteer for these positions.

Besides the board positions, we have other 
opportunities for volunteers. We have standing 
committees that are required to meet per our by-laws. 
We manage the container garden and run two plant 
sales each year. Occasionally we undertake a special 
project such as tree planting at the Mary Wright School. 
Please consider volunteering to help the club when it 
suits your talents and your schedule.

Special Note: The bylaws have been updated with the 
new amendment for Article XII concerning the 
Termination and Dissolution of the club and the 
designation of the receivers of any remaining funds of 
the Club. This was done to reflect the close relationship 
that the Club has formed with Spartanburg Community 
College. Once the bylaws have been signed by the club 
secretary, they will be posted on the website and a 
printed copy as well as a disk will be placed in the bank 
safety deposit box.

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner
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Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org Bruce Fraedrich   Bruce Fraedrich   SMGC Speaker, August 15, 2022

 “Caring for Old Trees”

Bruce is Vice President of the club. His 
presentation reviews contributions that 
old trees make to the landscape. 
Featured are case studies about local 
landmark trees. Care and maintenance 
promote health and longevity.

The public is always invited to attend meetings.

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie
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2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates

Club Officer Nominations:

President Phil Abers
Vice President Bruce Fraedrich
Secretary Denie Crowder
Treasurer Mary Ann Hipp

New Directors Nominations:

Sheila Middlebrooke
Beth Waddell

Two year term Current Directors:

Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi

Will Hawkins
Curtis Marshall

Ben Waddell
Phillip Marchant

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html


Gardening & Beautification Gardening & Beautification 
A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club 

Post Office Box 1502 
Spartanburg, SC  29304 

DirtDaubers.org 

Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
Sept.    17          rain date   Sep 24

Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam

Lycoris squamigera 
(Surprise lily)

Acer buergerianum 
(Ttrident maple) 

with seeds

Quercus robur fastigiata 
(Fastigiate English Oak) 
with acorns

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
    By Phil Abers

History of the club continues on the following pages.

On my last day of vacation this month I stopped at Ashland, the 
Henry Clay Estate in Lexington, Kentucky. I like history and it was a 
good place to stop and stretch my legs. Misreading the tour times, 
I missed the house tour by 5 minutes. Being older and now having 
little patience, I decided to look around the grounds. I saw the 
icehouse, the structure that housed Henry Clay’s carriage and the 
house that was reconstructed by his son to look much like the 
original. While walking around reading the signs and taking 
pictures, I noticed some of the large trees had identifying labels. 
There was a huge American elm, a large tulip poplar and many 
other large trees on the estate. Some reportedly planted by Henry 
Clay.

As I was going around the grounds, a gentleman saw me taking 
pictures and came over to say hello.  We started talking about the 
gardens. Joel is an arborist and the head gardener of the 16-acre 
estate. He pointed out the 300 year old blue ash tree and another 
very old one. He mentioned the ash borer and said that they spray 
to protect this treasure.

Visiting Ashland

Ashland received arboretum status for the first time in 2018 with over 600 trees on the property. Joel 
said they are a Level 1 arboretum and that he wants to make it a Level 2 arboretum. I did not know 
arboreta had levels. To make Level 2, they need to go from the current 55 species to 100 species. Joel is 
researching the kind of trees planted in Henry Clay’s time.

Besides the Arboretum, the Estate has formal 
and peony gardens. The garden was designed 
by Henry F. Kenney. The Garden Club of 
Lexington (Kentucky) maintains both gardens. 
In 2005 the garden club received a historic 
preservation award. Aren’t garden clubs 
great! I recommend a visit to the Henry Clay 
Estate of Ashland in Lexington, Kentucky. If 
you plan better than I did, you can also tour 
the home.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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