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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

It is September, which is a big month for the Spartanburg 
Men’s Garden Club. We will have our annual picnic on 
Monday, September 19th, at the Pavilion on the SCC 
Campus. It is a great time to celebrate our club and 
socialize with our fellow members. Please note that the 
picnic is at 6 p.m., not 7 p.m., a time change.

September 30 and October 1 are the dates for our plant 
sale. We have a good inventory of healthy plants. If you 
have not been to the container garden, stop by this 
month to see our plant selection and to help prepare for 
the plant sale. We will place an advertisement in the 
Spartanburg "Herald-Journal" and announce the plant 
sale online. Word of mouth is still a good way to get 
customers. For example, you could mention it to folks at 
church in the coming weeks. Please promote our club 
and our fall plant sale. Let’s have another successful 
sale! A map showing the location of the picnic is on the 
last page of this newsletter.
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Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie

We hope to see you at our picnic on Monday, 
September 19.  It will start at 6 PM.  The location for the 
picnic is the Pavilion on the SCC campus, located behind 
the green houses.  Bring your appetite and enjoy the 
company of your fellow Garden Club Members.
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2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates

Club Officer Nominations:

President Phil Abers
Vice President Bruce Fraedrich
Secretary Denie Crowder
Treasurer Mary Ann Hipp

New Directors Nominations:

Sheila Middlebrooke
Beth Waddell

Two year term Current Directors:

Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi

Will Hawkins
Curtis Marshall

Ben Waddell
Phillip Marchant

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
Sept.    17          rain date   Sep 24

Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam
Late blooming gardenia 
(Gardenia jasminoides)

Hearts-a-Bustin’ 
(Euonymus americanus)

Hardy Orange 
(Poncirus trifoliata)

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Denie Crowder

History of the club continues on the following pages.

As you drive past the Chapman Cultural Center on St. John Street, you will see the beautiful ginkgo trees 
lining the curb. They are beautiful columnar trees with fan shaped leaves. There is another ginkgo tree 
gracing the front lawn of First Presbyterian Church on East Main Street with a rounder canopy. A third 
planting of the trees is at the intersection of Daniel Morgan Avenue and Henry Street. One spectacular 
aspect of these trees is the fall color. These are just three examples of these trees in Spartanburg; as you 
drive, try to find others in our landscapes. While leaves of other trees change colors in the fall and hold 
their leaves for several days, the ginkgo leaves magically change colors to a golden yellow and drop their 
leaves the next day. They create a golden pond on the ground.

While there are many trees that make a spectacular display of color in the fall, the ginkgo is my favorite.  
We planted one in our landscape shortly after we moved into our home. It was purchased from the SMGC 
tree sale. A fond childhood memory is gathering the golden leaves from a ginkgo tree planted in my 
Aunt’s front yard. She lived in the Woodside Mill area in Greenville.

The Ginkgo Tree

The ginkgo tree is also called maidenhair tree, a deciduous 
gymnosperm tree that is native to China. They have been planted 
since ancient times in Chinese and Japanese temple gardens. It has 
been valued as a fungus and insect ornamental tree.

Ginkgo has been used in traditional Chinese medicine. Toward the end 
of the 20th century, ginkgo extract became popular in many countries 
for its purported memory enhancing properties. The chemical 
constituents are being studied as a possible treatment for Alzheimer 
disease. 

The ginkgo tree has been hailed as one of the most distinct and 
beautiful of all deciduous trees. It can tolerate many urban conditions 
including heat, air pollution, salt, and confined places.

In “The Tree Book”, Dr. Michael Dirr tells of a 200 year-old ginkgo that 
is less than 1¼ mile from the site where the atomic bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima. It survived and produced seeds; some 
resulting seedlings are planted at Batsford Arboretum, England. Dr. 
Dirr dedicated five pages to the ginkgo tree in his book describing 
several varieties with pictures.

The ginkgo tree is a very old species that is a beautiful addition to 
landscapes. I hope that you are able to catch the beauty of these trees 
in that one brief day that they show their color in the fall.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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