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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

Considering the weather, we had a good plant sale this 
fall. We had rainy weather during both days of the sale, 
otherwise we would have had a tremendous plant sale 
as our container garden looks great. It is in the best 
condition since I have been a member, primarily due to 
Mark Carlson. Please thank Mark when you see him.

To make sure the club is successful in the future we need 
new members. I have not been very successful in this 
endeavor. Hopefully I can help the club have a 
big recruiting year from now through 2023. I am very 
excited to see that our 75th Anniversary Committee has 
an initiative to recruit 23 new members in 2023. This 
work is being led by Darvin Helvy, assisted by Dan Shook. 
Please lend a hand to these two fine folks and make 
recruitment of new members a priority through 2023 
and beyond. 

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner
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Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie

Dan Whitten   Dan Whitten   SMGC Speaker, October 17, 2022

 “Waterfalls of the Upstate”

Dan is a naturalist who has lived in 
Spartanburg County since 1980. He is a 
South Carolina State Certified Naturalist 
and is an instructor in the certification 
program. Dan is a past president of the 
Upstate Chapter of the SC Native Plant 
Society and currently serves on the 
chapters board as Program Chair. He is 
also active in these non-profit 
organizations: Friends of Jocassee, the 
Tyger River Foundation and the 
Foothills Conservancy.
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2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates2023 Officer/Director Member Candidates

Club Officer Nominations:

President Phil Abers
Vice President Bruce Fraedrich
Secretary Denie Crowder
Treasurer Mary Ann Hipp

New Directors Nominations:

Sheila Middlebrooke
Beth Waddell

Two year term Current Directors:

Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi

Will Hawkins
Curtis Marshall

Ben Waddell

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html


Gardening & Beautification Gardening & Beautification 
A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club 

Post Office Box 1502 
Spartanburg, SC  29304 

DirtDaubers.org 

Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Legacy Real Estate
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam
Cattleya orchids grown 
by my grandmother 
(who died in 1985) and 
passed down to my 
mother, Martha Tiller.

Lycoris radiata 
(Spider Lily)

Camellia sinensis 
(tea camellia)

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Linda Tiller McHam

History of the club continues on the following pages.

In the mountains of North Carolina, a Prepper Camp 
(https://www.preppercamp.com/) was held on September 23, 24 
and 25, 2022. For three days, a well-organized group of presenters 
and attendees reunited and learned the latest information on 
preparing for a catastrophic event. Eight tents held speakers for 
three hours in the morning and four hours in the afternoon, 
allowing approximately 56 topics to be heard each day. The 
weather was perfect.

One of the most informative speakers was the event organizer, 
Rick Austin, who is known as The Survivalist Gardener. He and his 
wife, Survivor Jane, gave slide presentations full of practical 
knowledge on how to protect your property, grow a sustainable 
garden and survive for a year or more, off the grid.

Rick has written three books, all of which should be required 
reading for anyone wanting to maximize an edible landscape in a 
minimal amount of space. On a half acre, he and his wife grow 
nuts, fruits, berries, herbs, and vines in a unique format he calls 
“guilds”. Built around a central fruit or nut tree along with a vine 
(such as grapes), concentric circles surround the tree with 
companion plants. For example, beyond the tree and vine center 
is the shrub layer (blackberries, blueberries, raspberries, etc.). 

Book Review: Secret Garden of Survival 
(How to Grow a Camouflaged Food Forest)  by Rick Austin, 2014.

The next layer or circle is the herb layer with plants such as comfrey, bush beans, passion fruits, mint, 
mountain mint and oats. In the final, or outside layer, there are the ground covers such as clover and 
peanuts.

All of these concentric circles are grown with no fertilizer, no pesticides, no water and no weeding. The 
amazing part of this arrangement is that the garden produces approximately five times the amount of 
food per square foot than you could grow in a traditional row garden.

In addition to the plants, the Austins raise ducks, chickens, bees, goats and fish on this same half acre. 
The goats produce one and one half gallons of milk per day and Jane converts it to cheese and ice cream. 
They preserve and freeze dry all of their produce. They spent the entire Covid lockdown on their 55-acre 
mountaintop homestead without once leaving to go to the nearest town.

Rick and Jane’s books can be found on Amazon for approximately $30 each. See this link.

If you would like to watch an episode of Doomsday Preppers that documents Rick and Jane’s home and 
garden, you can watch it here. 

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://www.preppercamp.com/
http://shorturl.at/eJN48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5OPgDPg80c
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