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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

November marks the end of the year for the Spartanburg 
Men’s Garden Club with our Annual Meeting. It is also 
the beginning of the New Year as the newly installed 
board members and officers terms start immediately 
after the installation ceremony is complete. 

What can we expect for 2023? We will be celebrating our 
75th anniversary as a club and our Anniversary 
Committee is busy planning some fun events. Our 
container garden is looking great and some recent 
donations from Charlie Covert have made the container 
garden even better. Let’s all show our pride in the Club 
and invite others to come to our club meetings. Here is 
to a great 2023!
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Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Phillip Marchant
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Linda Savoie

November Meeting Announcement November Meeting Announcement 

You are invited to our annual meeting on Monday, 
November 21 in the Community Room in the Health 
Sciences Building at Spartanburg Community College. 
There will not be a speaker this month, but we will 
provide updates on the 75th Anniversary plans as well as 
the large influx of plants that occurred this month. The 
officer and board member installation is also part of the 
meeting. Afterwards, there will be plenty of time to visit 
and enjoy the catered hors d’oeuvres and beverages. This 
is an excellent time to bring a friend and introduce them 
to our Club. See you at the meeting.
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Renew Now  
2022 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2022 Litter pickup schedule2022 Litter pickup schedule
Dec.     3             rain date   Dec  10

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam
Persicaria longiseta 
(Creeping smartweed)

Trichaptum (mushroom)

Diospyros kaki 
(Asian persimmon)

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Curtis Marshall

History of the club continues on the following pages.

Visiting Brookgreen Gardens in Georgetown County provides an eclectic experience. A premier 
botanical garden, outstanding American sculpture, low county history, and a low country zoo are 
all experienced on site. The largest sculpture on the garden is Pegasus that is carved from 
granite. Pegasus, the winged horse of mythology, is the ancient symbol of inspiration. It is a 
reminder that gardens are places that provide us venues to receive inspiration. In the garden 
you can see a live oak that was living there at the time of the signing of our national constitution 
in 1787. This botanical specimen serves to remind us that our experience with representative 
governance is not really all that old in terms of history. As I first entered the garden, I was 
reminded of my native state of Florida with the Spanish moss hanging from the live oaks and 
Palmetto Palms. My maternal grandmother used to cook the heart of palm from which the 
fronds emerge. We called the delicacy “swamp cabbage.” My first experience with the Chinese 
fringe tree was at the SMGC container garden. The largest Chinese fringe tree that I have 
personally seen while in bloom was in this garden. Another visitor to the garden called our 
attention to this beautiful tree. In Myrtle Beach, I had encountered a vine climbing on brick walls 
whose leaves reminded me of loropetalum (in the mulberry family). At Brookgreen I learned that 
the vine goes by the common name of creeping fig and is an invasive species. Volunteers 
working in the garden told us that they had lost several trees to this plant, so they were trying to 
eradicate the vine like we try to eradicate kudzu here in the upstate. This leads to a theological 
question. “Are invasive plants part of the price we pay for our fall into sin?” They certainly bring 
sweat to our brows (Genesis 3:19). Our first trip to Brookgeen was several years ago during the 
Christmas season when lights adorn the trees. It’s a beautiful night scene and worth 
experiencing. In fact, one might say its inspirational.

Brookgreen Gardens

In the upstate we have the South Carolina 
Botanical Garden at Clemson University. This 
garden has inspired a variety of botanical research 
in an academic setting. It was started in 1950 as a 
camellia collection and has been structured around 
the motto, “A Garden for Life and Biodiversity.” It’s 
home to the Oconee Bell (shortia galacifolia), 
native to this area. The American botanist Asa Gray 
realized its uniqueness. However, this native plant 
inspired this poetic expression: “Found by a man 
who didn’t name it. Named by a man who never 
saw it. Rediscovered by a man who could find it.” 
Gardens inspire all manner of musings. 

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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