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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

This year is our 75th Anniversary as a club and we are excited to 
tell you that our theme for this year is Green and Clean: Making 
Spartanburg Better—75 Years. Our plan is to highlight our annual 
plant sales throughout the year, and to host an event for 
Spartanburg community families.

We also plan to highlight our history, current club activities, and 
promote a goal of 23 new members in 2023. Our final event is a 
dinner on November 9th, 2023 at the Piedmont Club for SMGC 
members and invited guests. 
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Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Beth Waddell
Sheila Middlebrooks

It is here! 2023—the 75th year of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club! 
What can we do to make this a 
memorable year?  What ideas do you 
have for the anniversary year? How 
can you promote the club? One easy 
action is to talk about the club whenever 
the opportunity presents itself. We have a great history and there 
are many knowledgeable gardeners in the club. Let’s brag about 
the club and invite people to meetings and the plant sales. A goal 
for this year is to bring in 23 new members in 2023. If each 
current club member recruits one new member, that goal will be 
easily reached. Let’s have a great 75th Anniversary year!

January Meeting
Please note that the Spartanburg Men's Garden Club Meeting is 
Tuesday, January 17th, at 7 PM on the Spartanburg Community 
College Campus. Although our regular meetings are normally on 
the third Monday of each month, we moved it to Tuesday due to 
the Martin Luther King Holiday. We hope to see you at the 
meeting.

GreetingsGreetings Members  Members ofof SMGC: SMGC:

Linda Tiller McHamLinda Tiller McHam    SMGC Speaker, January 16, 2023
Linda Tiller McHam has been a member of SMGC since 1989. She 
is a lifelong gardener coming from grandparents who were florists 
and agricultural chemical manufacturers. Martha and Wendell 
Tiller, her parents, instilled a love of the out-of-doors and growing 
plants as far back as the 1950s. Linda has operated several 
businesses and one of her most enjoyable ventures was taking 
people from the USA to Europe, primarily England, to see historic 
designs and cutting edge techniques in the horticultural world. 
One of the most memorable gardens she has visited is Great 
Dixter, the home of Christopher Lloyd (died 2006) and 
his protégé Fergus Garrett. Take a break from the dreary, cold, 
winter weather and bring a friend to refresh yourselves in the 
exquisite beauty of the gardens of Great Dixter, UK.

mailto:President@DirtDaubers.org%20
mailto:President@DirtDaubers.org%20
mailto:Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
mailto:Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org?subject=Newsletter
mailto:President@DirtDaubers.org%20
mailto:President@DirtDaubers.org
mailto:PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org%20?subject=Plant%20Sales
https://www.facebook.com/SMGCDirtDaubers


Gardening & Beautification Gardening & Beautification 
A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club A Publication of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club 

Post Office Box 1502 
Spartanburg, SC  29304 

DirtDaubers.org 

Renew Now  
2023 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, teaches a gardening class 
to the public, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2023 Litter pickup schedule2023 Litter pickup schedule
TBA

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Photography by Linda McHam

Lycopodium obscurum 
(ground pine)

Fagus grandifolia (beech tree) 
felled by a beaver.

Access to pond by beaver 
hauling felled trees

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Phil Abers

History of the club continues on the following pages.

Our common interest in the Garden Club is the great hobby we share. How do people get 
interested in gardening? I am sure there are many stories that explain how we became gardeners. 
Many stories include parents or grandparents, whose hobby was passed on to lucky folks like us. 

Some people have not had the great opportunity to be exposed to gardening. Perhaps these 
people lived the city life. Maybe they live in an apartment or condominium that has no space for a 
garden plot. That is a sad thought for those of us who want to garden, but do not have a place for 
it. 

Recently, the club was the recipient of a large donation of plants from Charlie Covert and his 
Creekside Nursery. He also entrusted us with an additional large number plants to maintain. 
These additional plants are being made available to Habitat for Humanity.  We showed this 
bonanza to the construction manager for Habitat and she is very pleased to have these plants. 
She also saw plants in our container garden that Habitat may purchase for some of their new 
houses. 

The Habitat houses are landscaped just before closing and the plants we have available are 
typically the ones chosen for those projects. It is great to be able to work with another non-profit 
organization to help improve Spartanburg. 

I mentioned in the opening paragraphs about getting involved in gardening. Many of these new 
Habitat homeowners have never had a house before and do not have any gardening experience. 
Habitat has classes for homeowners on various gardening topics. These new owners are potential 
garden enthusiasts. With this generous donation from Charlie, we may have a new generation of 
plant lovers. What can be more exciting than bringing a new group of people into the gardening 
world!
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