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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
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in December, and is available 
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Sign up for the emailed 
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Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
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Will Hawkins
Mark Carlson
Charlie Crescenzi
Curtis Marshall
Ben Waddell
Beth Waddell
Sheila Middlebrooks

Gardening is a great activity and a wonderful way to relax, get 
some exercise, create beauty and make friends. We recently 
had an experience that illustrates why gardening is so special. I 
received an email from a woman whose son was getting 
married in Spartanburg on Friday, June 2. She learned that her 
future daughter-in-law’s favorite flower is a bearded iris. The 
mother wanted to know if I had any bearded irises that were 
blooming. June is well past the time for bearded iris to bloom 
in our area, yet there was one bloom stalk out of the few 
hundred irises on the property.

I told her she could have the iris, but it may not be blooming. It 
turns out the family was from Michigan and they were driving 
down for the wedding. The family came over after the 
wedding on Friday and the tall bearded iris was blooming in all 
its glory. It is a striking iris, called Uprising, and it has a very 
large flower. It was truly special that this iris bloomed for the 
newlyweds.  

How did this lady from Michigan get my name? Why would a 
tall bearded iris bloom in June? I think this couple is blessed. 
Nature can do some amazing things. We, the Spartanburg 
Men’s Garden Club, also do amazing things. Let’s continue the 
good work.

Drew Jeffers  Drew Jeffers  SMGC Speaker   June 19, 2023
The speaker at the June meeting is Drew Jeffers 
who is the County Coordinator and Horticulture 
and Natural Resources Agent for Spartanburg 
County. Drew’s presentation will focus on new 
pests of landscape plants in the Upstate. In the 
last few years, several invasive insect and disease 
pests have been introduced into South Carolina 
and several others can be expected in the near 
future. Drew will provide information on these 

invasives with emphasis on identification, biology and management.

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.
Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College
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Renew Now  
2023 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2023 Litter pickup schedule2023 Litter pickup schedule
Sept.    9            rain date   Sep 16

Dec.     9            rain date   Dec  16

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Jones Cooley shows off his onions 
from his garden at Lake Cooley.

Jones Cooley's vegetable garden.

This summer will be a 
great time to start 

planning for canning 
and preserving fruit 

and vegetables. This is 
the one book you need.

Photography 
by Linda McHam

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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BiographyBiography

Don joined the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club in 1999. Neighbors, Jane and Jim Bagwell encouraged Don 
and his wife, Denie, to attend and join the club. The members were welcoming and soon Don was in with 
“both feet”. His first position was on the Board of Directors and he served in this position until he was 
asked to serve as President in 2003.

Don was a member of the 2000-2001 Master Gardener class led by Joe Maple. There were many Monday 
nights that he would attend class then drive to Charleston for work. During the course he became 
interested in propagation. Winston Hardigree was his mentor in learning how to propagate many different 
plant materials. He supplied the Men’s Garden Club with many crape myrtles for several years. Don had 
much success with many plants, but not so much with others. Our backyard and deck became his nursery. 
During the class, he was approached by Jess Taylor to help design the ponds at the entrance to Hatcher 
Gardens, and being a civil engineer, this was right up his alley.

The club has been fortunate for Don to serve several terms as president, 2003, 2004, 2015, 2018, 2019 and 
half of 2020. There were times when he was working out of town that Board meetings were held with Don 
on a speakerphone from out-of-state. There was no Zoom or Facetime apps during those years.  He was 
instrumental in making the move from the nursery from Hatcher to Spartanburg Community College. With 
his engineering skills, handling the logistics of the move, setting up the irrigation and drip systems were 
just the challenge that he needed.

A few other highlights of his terms as president were the National Convention of The Gardeners of 
America. He and Linda McHam diligently planned an excellent convention attended by members from 
across the nation. There were educational and interesting break-out sessions, field trips and speakers.  
One of the highlights was the banquet with Dr. Michael Dirr as the keynote speaker. Another highlight was 
the planting of crape myrtles in the median of Highway 221 from the intersection of Blackstock Road to the 
new Dorman High School. Many of these plants remain today. During the Spring and Fall plant sales at SCC, 
he could be found directing traffic at the entrance to the nursery. Don was also instrumental in the club’s 
move to the SCC campus. He worked diligently with the administration and the horticultural department to 
make this move successful. Many days he would be found propagating, repairing the irrigation system, and 
doing kudzu removal in the “pine grove”.

Don grew up on a farm in Newberry County, South Carolina. The family raised some crops and cattle.  They 
also gardened vegetables for themselves and neighbors. His sister has memories of growing cotton on 
their land. The children would come home from school and pick cotton for a nominal price for bag.  Being 
the youngest of the children, Don always managed to get out of a lot of the work. A diehard Clemson Tiger, 
he graduated in 1973 with a BS in Civil Engineering. Lockwood Greene Engineers brought him to 
Spartanburg, where he and his family remain. Someone said of him when he passed in 2020, that he would 
do anything asked of him unless Clemson had a home game. Not only was he a devoted member of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club, he was husband, Dad and Pop. There were many days and evenings that 
he could be found on the soccer field, baseball or softball diamond coaching his children’s teams.

The Club named our book fund for horticultural students at SCC, The Donald R. Crowder Book Fund in his 
memory.

Don Crowder - Past President

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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BiographyBiography

I grew up in New Cumberland, across 
the Susquehanna River from Harrisburg, 
PA. After an uneventful childhood I 
graduated from Shippensburg University 
(it was Shippensburg State College way 
back then.) In the summer of 1968 I was 
hired as a Middle School American 
History teacher by the Dover Area 
School District and would stay there for 
the next 30 years. The faculty there was 
one of the finest groups of people I have 
ever known. In fact, I even married the 
French teacher in 1969. Joyce and I have 
been together since then. We have 
three kids, Charles, Robert and Eleanor, 
spread out from North Carolina, to 
Tennessee and Oregon. 

Charlie Crescenzi

By 2006 Joyce and I had gotten tired of snow, ice and shivering so we decided to head South. I had also 
decided to re-retire from my second job as Education Coordinator for the York County Heritage Trust. 
Joyce had gotten a tip about Spartanburg so we arrived on a Sunday and bought a house that day. No, 
we had never been in Spartanburg before, just lucky I guess. Not long after that, Joyce heard about the 
SMGC and the rest is history. The Club has become an important part of our lives. I had the honor of 
being President for two years and continue to serve on the board and bake brownies.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Beth Waddell

On a recent trip to a local farmers market, we were delighted by the “symphony of senses” that 
surrounded us as we opened the car doors. The delicious sights and smells of the strawberries, early 
peaches, cantaloupes and watermelons were intoxicating. I could hardly wait to touch and taste the 
fruits and produce that were so fresh that I could practically hear them growing.

My mind wandered to the importance of peaches for our state economy. As a child, there were peach 
orchards all around us owned by local farmers. Many of us had our first jobs working in the peach 
sheds, and quite a few of us even learned to drive cars along the dusty orchard roads. Research I 
recently read said that South Carolina is still one of the top three peach producing states in the US and 
the peach is listed as our state fruit. One article stated that South Carolina produces three times the 
amount of peaches (in pounds) than Georgia, ”The Peach State”, during a typical season. Commercial 
peach farming began in Georgia and many varieties were hybridized there. That’s fine if Georgia gets 
the title since South Carolina got the history and the Peachoid, the peach shaped 135 ft. water tower 
filled with one million gallons of water, in Gaffney. 
 
Peach trees are pruned in early spring before the sap runs to be less 
susceptible to infestation and disease. They are pruned before the leaves 
and fruits hide the shape of the branches. If you are pruning these trees, 
first look for the main branch connected to the roots, but trim off any 
“suckers” trying to grow beside it. Take off any dead, diseased or 
unhealthy branches as well as old dried fruits. Trim off the lesser 
important of all crossing branches and cut low to the ground the center 
vertical branch of the tree so that the tree begins to have the shape of 
your hand as you hold an imaginary giant peach. These five or six 
remaining low branches from the center root stem are angled at 45 
degrees and evenly spaced around the tree and always angled upward. 
These main branches hold a hand-like smaller branch that produces, 
carries and bears the delicious fruits. This trimming allows sunlight to 
evenly hit the fruits for an abundant crop and sprays, if needed, to work 
best. The fruit develops on the new wood, so care should be taken in all of 
the trim work. When pruning, use common sense and observation to all 
angles of the tree to keep it looking balanced and healthy. 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA PEACH

Don’t worry. There is not a test on the above information, but take a moment to imagine that WE are 
the peach trees planted into God’s beautiful orchard. We are constantly rooted in his fertile soil for 
substance and strength. Our “suckers” that tried to spring up from the roots to rob us of our joy and 
happiness have been eradicated. We are reminded to let our old bad habits and the baggage of former 
mistakes be cut off and destroyed as were the diseased limbs. All our actions and thoughts should be 
raised in an upward angle seeking the majestic sunshine through kindness and service to others. The 
fruits should be shared and enjoyed by those in need of a smile, a simple laugh or a new friendship.
Enjoy a fresh peach as soon as possible and imagine the “symphony of senses” created just for you.  
May you be the pick of the crop!

History of the club continues on the following pages.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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