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We have already reached the end of the year—our 75th 
as a club. It has been a memorable year. Early in the year 
we had a very interesting field trip to Boris Bauer’s 
property over near Greenville. In April, we had a 
phenomenal plant sale, eclipsing all results during my 
time with the club. Darvin Helvy and his 75th anniversary 
team have done excellent work planning two community 
days with Hatcher Garden and working on the 75th 
anniversary dinner. I can’t wait!

While this year has been one of reflection on our past 
successes, it is time to look forward in 2024. We need to 
renew our commitment to have a vibrant club. Let’s 
redouble our efforts to expand the club and increase our 
community activities. With everyone’s help another 75 
years can be had. Who will join me at the 150-year 
celebration!

November 2023

THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER ON 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 9 IS 
OUR REGULAR MEETING FOR 
NOVEMBER.  THERE IS NO 
MEETING ON MONDAY 
NOVEMBER 20.

The November 9, 2023 presentation for our annual 
meeting will be made by two icons of the Spartanburg 
Gardening Community. The presentation is entitled 
“Travel Adventures of Rick McAbee Moderated by 
Stewart Winslow.” Mr. McAbee is the highly successful 
owner of Roebuck Wholesale Nursery, who provides high 
quality plants to businesses and landscapers. Mr. Winslow 
is the Director of Horticulture and Landscape Design at 
Wofford College. These two gentlemen have been 
collaborating on projects to make Spartanburg beautiful 
since 1989.
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Renew Now  
2023 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2023 Litter pickup schedule2023 Litter pickup schedule
Dec.     9            rain date   Dec  16

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner at the 
Piedmont Club - Thursday, November 9

 

Fall Community Day in partnership with Hatcher 
Garden - Saturday, November 11

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Linda Helianthus maximiliani 
(Maximilian Sunflower)

Chrysanthemum 'Sheffield' 
(Sheffield Daisy)

Photography 
by Linda McHam

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Camellia sinensis 
(the Lipton Tea plant)

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Curtis Marshall

When our 58th wedding anniversary arrived on August 28th, Joan and I left for two of our favorite places to 
visit: Pisgah National Forest and the Blue Ridge Parkway. The Blue Ridge Parkway is our nation’s longest 
linear National Park, some 460 plus miles long. It connects the Shenandoah Valley which begins in 
Pennsylvania and passes into Virginia to the Great Smokey Mountains National Park in N.C. and Tennessee. 
The Blue Ridge Parkway passes through Pisgah National Forest which covers about 500,000 acres.

When we left Duncan, S.C., we left swelting 90-degree temperatures. I had been watering the vegetable 
garden. The last thing Joan said to me before leaving was be sure to carry a jacket. Guess who forgot to 
take a jacket? As we ascended to the parkway a heavy rain fell turning into fog. By the time we got to the 
parkway the temperatures had dropped into the low 60’s. Our destination that first day was the Inn on the 
Parkway where we had spent previous anniversaries. The trail leading to the summit of Mount Pisgah is a 
short distance to the east. We had intended to try and hike to the summit again, although Joan had noted 
some years prior, “Do you realize we are the oldest people on this trail?” Alas, it rained the entire time we 
were at the Inn. Being wet on a strenuous ascent was not as appealing as it was when we were younger. So, 
I didn’t check out my new knees this time around.

However, we were awed, once again, looking down on the clouds, or being in the clouds, and by the 
spectacular views of botanical displays of the forest. I don’t remember having noticed Sourwood blossoms 
before. Some variety of Sumac was also in bloom along with a plethora of wild flowers.

It’s not a formal, human-designed garden, but for us it has been a reminder of how the Garden of Eden 
may have looked. The passage of the Blue Ridge Parkway through Pisgah National Forest is a place to 
pause, ponder, and even muse. 

We usually approach the Parkway on US 276 which enters 
Pisgah Forest at Brevard N.C. US 276 parallels the Davidson 
River when you first enter the Forest. As you drive, you 
pass through what is mainly a hardwood forest. You pass 
Sliding Rock where you can sit on and slide over the rock in 
the Davidson River and then drop into a pool at the bottom 
into 50-something degree Fahrenheit water. It used to feel 
good on a hot summer day when I was younger. Just up the 
road you come to Looking Glass Falls whose mist feels nice 
on a hot summer day, now that I have gotten older. Further 
up the road, you pass the Pink Beds, a picnic area that gives 
meaning to the name because of the Mountain Laurel. 
They border the meandering stream and are covered with 
pink and white blossoms in the spring. You are now close to 
the Cradle of Forestry which pays tribute to the first school 
of forestry established in the United States. A bit further 
and US 276 ascends rapidly until you reach the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.

History of the club continues on the following pages.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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