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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
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Charles Covert
Darvin Helvy
Curtis Marshall
Joan Marshall
Linda McHam

At the January meeting, I passed out envelopes 
containing 5 club brochures and two club business cards. I 
asked that everyone distribute these cards and brochures 
to folks you meet who express an interest in gardening. 
Have you had a chance to hand out any cards and 
brochures yet?

Don’t worry if you did not attend the January meeting 
because I have more envelopes to pass out!
It is very important that this and other initiatives we 
pursue this year help us add members to the club. We are 
looking at a few projects and have a container garden to 
maintain. Please help us bring in new members and grow 
the club. We have much to offer.

February 2024

Mary Ann Kirby  Mary Ann Kirby  SMGC Speaker   February 19, 2024
“Floral Design”

SMGC welcomes 
Mary Ann Kirby, 
a Master National 
Accredited Flower Show 
Judge, as our February 
guest speaker. She is a 
native to our area and has 
held many positions in 
district, state and national 
garden clubs. Mary Ann 
searches for beauty in her 
surroundings, and her 
floral designs reflect her 
artistry.
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Renew Now  
2024 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Joyce Crescenzi. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

Betty Montgomery Garden Tour
   

April 13, 10 AM - 4 PM, and April 20, 10AM - 2 PM.

Dr. Parris has agreed to lead a plant tour of 
the SCC Campus
May 11 or a rain date of May 18 at 10AM. 
Club members will meet in front of the Health Science 
Building.

2024 Litter pickup schedule2024 Litter pickup schedule
March 9                   rain date  Mar 16
June   8                      "     "         Jun 15
September 7              "     "       Sep 14
December  7           snow  "     Dec 14

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Presentations for 2024

February 19 Floral Design Mary Ann Kirby

March 18 Modern Day Farming Jon Stauffer

April 15 Children's’ Garden/Hatcher Dan Shook

May 20 Native Perennials Davis Sanders

June 17 Highlights of 2023 Plant             Dan Whitten
Survey of Glassy Mountain

July 15 A Guide to Wildflowers of SC Dr. Douglas Rayner

August 19 Skin Care for Gardeners Dr. Christopher Thompson
Dermatologist

September, 16 Club Picnic

October 21 Birds Irvin Pitts

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Time to start planting your 
onion sets and garlic bulbs. 

Photo by unknown.

Mary Ann Hipp' s Camellia oleifera (Tea-oil 
camellia). Photo by Mary Ann Hipp.

Photography 
by Linda McHam

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Schneider Shrub & Tree Care
Wofford College

Yoshino cherries at the Horticultural Garden's at 
SCC. Photo by Linda McHam 2/7/24.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Member MusingMember Musing  
By Dan Shook

I was asked recently, by a person who is not a gardener, what I did in the winter at 
Hatcher Garden. I am sure that we have all been asked that question once in our 
gardening lives. My answer, depending on my mood, usually leads to a short educational 
process. Doug Talamy stated in his book “The Living Landscape” that “No matter how 
much any individual garden may seem like a separate place, a refuge, or an island, it is in 
truth part of the larger landscape, and that in turn is made of many layers.” It is the many 
layers that keep us busy all the time.

What are some of those layers? His was a reference to the various habitats that show up 
in a garden, from the soil to the tops of the trees. But a garden also has emotional layers 
that help us live our lives at a higher level. I planted trees for caterpillars over ground 
cover that gave them wintering cover to support our birds and pollinators. Today, a 
daffodil greeted me which was planted to let me know spring is coming. Visitors to the 
garden bring with them lives that are often difficult, and a garden is a place that does not 
judge us. As we explore our styles, it also reminds us that patience is a virtue. 

History of the club continues on the following pages.

A garden is a place that will teach you 
something every day if you are paying 
attention. Early one spring I watched a 
turtle and a snake travel around our upper 
pond together for several days. I learned 
that the snake was following the turtle to 
see if it laid eggs so it could have a meal. 
Contrast that situation with a child blind 
since birth who finds a garden to be a noisy 
place. I had to learn how to create quiet 
spaces that served him well. 

I know that we fail to learn from the 
garden to our peril in both physical and 
emotional ways. Why do we garden? I 
don’t know about you, but I garden 
because I have no choice!

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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